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Editorial: Developments in southern hemisphere paleoclimate research The newsletter cover nicely symbolizes the general perception of poor knowledge about the southern hemisphere, which extends into the paleoclimatic realm. Certainly, the tradition of Quaternary research stems from the northern hemisphere and a sustained focus is justified by the dominant role of the North Atlantic region in modulating climate change. The establishment of the PAGES Pole-Equator-Pole (PEP) transects led to a major impetus in the integration of information from southern and northern continents, and further highlighted the geographical separation of southern landmasses. One attempt to provide a southern focus was the INQUA and PAGES inspired 'Paleoclimates of the Southern Hemisphere' (PASH) program, but it succumbed to the tyranny of distance. The increasing recognition over the last few years of the necessity for a global synthesis in order to refine climate change modelstogether with an acknowledgement that southern and low-latitude climate mechanisms had a much greater impact on paleoclimate than previously realized (e.g., with the specific presence of a huge ice sheet, surrounded by an ocean playing a key role in redistributing energy and carbon)-has provided a boost to Antipodean project formulation and execution*. But the picture still remains far from the spatial and temporal coverage of its northern counterpart.
This newsletter issue focuses on some science highlights and news articles, which are predominantly linked with these Antipodean projects, and covers all major southern landmasses and the Southern Ocean. Antarctica and its archives have proved a trigger for southern hemisphere research by providing insights into, for example, the polar 'see-saw' , the mid-Bruhnes transition-through evidence of a switch to more pronounced interglacials-and the full temporal extent of the current ice-age (the last ca. Overall, we hope that this issue of the PAGES newsletter will increase the awareness that the southern hemisphere must not be underestimated in global change studies, and that long-term efforts are still required to better document its evolution.
